Sentinel node mapping in vulvar carcinoma.
Vulvar cancer typically spreads through the inguinofemoral lymph nodes and traditionally en bloc resection of these nodes is performed as their status is an important prognostic factor. Sentinel lymph node (SLN) mapping in vulvar carcinoma directs the surgeon to the first draining node from the tumour. Hypothesis of sentinel node(SLN) biopsy is that, if these nodes are negative for malignancy, the remaining regional lymph nodes will also be negative. This technique spares SLN-negative women the morbidity of unnecessary regional lymphadenectomy.